
TO:  C.A.R.E., P.O. Box 215, Aurora, MO 65605
Here’s my gift of love to help the animals in your care and to help
you with all the work you do.
I am enclosing [   ]$25     [   ]$45     [    ]$100    [   ] other _______

My total support to help the animals  _______
Donations are tax deductible under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS code.

CARE • PO BOX 215 Aurora, MO • Phone (417) 875-6565 • www .carerescue.org

Help a Homeless Pet, Today!

With your donations, we are
able to provide food and

medicine to save the lives of
neglected and abused ani -
mals like Gus.   See inside.

Thank You!

I would like more information and the next Rescue Review

I currently receive the Rescue Review (please note below if
your address has changed.)
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Letter s F rom
Adopter s

I got Buster (formerly known as Seamore) from
you.  He’s a Beagle and the best pet I have ever
had!  I love the little guy more everyday!  I have
recommended you to many people and many
have gotten wonderful pets through you as well!

Van  
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Current National 
Pet Related Statistics

8 to 10 million pets are left at shelters each year.

4 to 5 million
dogs and cats are
euthanised by
shelters each
year.

25% of dogs in
shelters are pure-
bred.

More than   70%
of all biting dogs
are not neutered.

A tethered or chained dog is 2.8 times more likely to
bite than an untethered dog.

I came in on April 29th to your adoption cen-
ter... we had been talking about getting a friend
for my 1 year old Boxer Deacon.  I meet Vinnie
a 1 year old black Lab and Chow mix and it
was love at first sight!  He’s awesome and we
all love him soooo much... even Deacon!
Thank you C.A.R.E. for doing what you do and
keep up the excellent job.  I know that you’ll
make so many more people like myself as
happy as I am today.

Kyla

All three of our animals we got from C.A.R.E.
pets.  I really love this organization.  It is such a
wonderful thing!

Stephanie

(Above, left to right)
Peige Hutton, Will

Sistrunk, Ann Sistrunk,
Crosby Garrison and

Katherine Sistrunk with
donated pet supplies. 

(Right) McKenzie
Robbins 8 years old,
giving her birthday

donations to Megan at
the C.A.R.E.adoption

center. 

McKenzie Robbins celebrated her 8th birthday on September
22nd.  Set on doing something for animals, she wanted to have a
“dog party”.  

She sent invitations to her friends and family asking them to
bring donations and gifts for our shelter animals in lieu of a gift for
her.  McKenzie’s mother Heather told us, “She was so excited to
get gifts for the dogs that there was never a moment where she
even thought to miss her own gifts.” 

Thanks to all her family and friends, McKenzie’s party was a
huge success.  We were amazed at the gifts she collected for our
furry friends.  Along with collars, toys and food she raised over
$300!

We were thrilled when a second group of children with
September birthdays came up with the similar idea.  Triplets Ann,
Katherine and Will Sistrunk and their classmates Peige Hutton and
Crosby Garrison held a combined birthday party asking for pet
supplies and money donations for C.A.R.E.’s animals rather than
presents.

There was so much food and supplies donated it filled our 
shelter van; they also raised over $300! 

We would like to thank these big hearted kids for their love of
animals and their generosity.  

Kids Birthdays Benefit
Homeless Animals



Because this behavior is the act of
running away from you to chase,
you need to focus on the “leave it”
and “come” commands.  “Leave
it” teaches the dog that he is not
allowed to show interest in what-
ever the handler forbids.  “Come”
gives you the ability to call the
dog back if he starts to chase. 
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Wish List

Premium dry food

Collars (any size)

Empty Jet & Laser
Ink Cartridges

Hoof Treats

Shredded Paper

Bleach

Laundry Soap

XL Pet Crates

Towels

Air Freshener Spray

Stamps

XL Trash Bags

Paper Towels

Latex Exam Gloves

Stainless Steel Food
Bowls

Puppy Pads

Plastic Dog Houses

Volunteers

There is nothing on this earth that compares with the feeling of seeing a
rescued animal enjoy a moment of life for the first time. 

Feet on soft grass, warmth, a healthy meal, a pain free day, a comforting
touch, a new toy, a name and maybe someday a new home.

They all dream of simple things like this in those days that aren’t so good.      
- Unknown Author

Clair’s Corner
of Pet Tips

Most of my canine buddies at the shelter are perfect angels but my people friends at
C.A.R.E. were recently asked to give advice on dealing with dog behavior problems.
Some behaviors can be particularly frustrating.   I hope to help take the bite out of
aggressive behavior. 

Most aggressive behavior breaks down into four types, dominance, territorial, fear
and prey.  Because dogs are pack animals they will try to identify where they are in a
group.  Knowing you are “pack” leader actually relieves the dog from stress because
it gives them a black and white relationship with you.  Dogs hate gray areas.

Aggressive dominance can occur when a clear pack order has not been established.
Some of the signs to watch for are growling or snapping during feeding or when asked
to do something.  When children are involved a common sign is the dog standing over
a child.  Smaller dogs will stiffen up and stand defiant next to the child.  A pack leader
should scold the dog for these behaviors.  It is important that they understand that all
members of your family are above them in the pack.  Focus your training on obedi-
ence, it is the most effective way to establish clear pack order.  Anyone in the family
who is old enough should do obedience training with the dog.

Aggressive territorial dog behavior is seen when the dog attempts to establish his sur-
roundings as his property.  This behavior is mostly a danger to visitors of your home.
Territorial aggression goes hand in hand with aggressive dominance and should be
treated the same.  Focus your energy on obedience training and make sure the dog
understands that he can only possess what the pack leader allows.

Fear caused aggressive behavior is easy to spot but much harder to correct.  Make a
note of exactly what the dog shows fear of and focus your training there.  The goal of
these training sessions would be to make these fearful situations more positive for the
dog.  The best way is to use food and praise.  

Prey is simply the desire a dog has to chase
something and bite it.  Be it a jogger, a child, a car,
or a cat, it is a natural drive for dogs to have.

Clair

For Inspir ati on
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Nick is curious and outgoing.
This 16 week old kitten loves to
play but will curl up in your lap
and purr every chance he gets.  

Pilot is an energetic and fun 1
year old Pointer hound mix.  His
heart is filled with love to lavish
upon his new family. 

Tucker is a big dog with a big
heart.  He is 21/2 years old but
still plays like a pup.  This Great
Dane may be big but he doesn’t
know it, he still likes to sit in your
lap.  He loves to play with toys
and is always happy.    Tucker 

Pilot
Nick
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Lottie loves to cuddle.  She is a beautiful 2 year old, gold, tan and
black tabby.  Her favorite spot is next to you on the couch.

Greer is an energetic and fun loving boy.  He has all the smarts that
go along with being a Border Collie mix and all the loyalty of a
spaniel mix wrapped into one adorable package.       

Faye is a 2 year old cat with a winning personality.  She likes quiet
time and being petted.   

Lola is lots of fun.  She is an orange tabby Manx  who has a play-
ful attitude that will keep you entertained everyday.   She plays hard
but also has a sweet cuddly side.

Lottie

Lola

THANKS TO YOUR SUPPORT, THESE PETS WILL

HAVE A LIFE-LONG LOVING HOME!

Greer

Faye
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Happy Endings
As I do every Monday and Thursday,

I walked down the long hall at
Springfield Animal Shelter.  Kennels
filled with peering eyes lined the hall on
both sides.  There must be forty hope-
ful dogs begging for attention.  Some,
shy and withdrawn, huddle in the back

corners of their kennels shaking.
Others bounce off the kennel gates
with their tails wagging in the excite-
ment of seeing us coming.  Perhaps
they  hope to see their family coming
down the hall to take them back home. 

Every rescue is the same.  There are
more animals doomed to be destroyed
than  our shelter has room and funding
to rescue.  I must make choices.  And
so the ritual begins...  As I step in front
of the first kennel an officer unlocks the
gate and I go inside.  Usually four or
more dogs fill each kennel space.
Each dog is special and unique, each
one deserving better than this.

Sometimes they lick my hand or sit
quietly at my feet.  Some are so excited
to see me that they jump up trying to
kiss my face.  They all win my heart but
I can only choose fourteen this day.  I
choose two from this first kennel; an
older Shepherd mix who sits quietly
with such a kindness in his eyes and a
light tan Collie mix pup, so friendly he
climbed into my lap as I knelt down to
put our tag on him. 

At each  kennel  I place a yellow tag
on the ones I will take;  large, medium

Gus Before 

Gus After

and small older dogs and several pup-
pies of various breeds.  Thirteen dogs
have been tagged.  I enter the last
kennel and stand among five female
dogs.  I can only pick one more.  I con-
fidently choose a sweet little Cocker
mix who put one big wet paw on my
leg as she sat on the floor at my feet
patiently waiting for me to reach down
to pet her.  

The officer thanked me and I headed
back down the long row of kennels try-
ing not to make eye contact with the
ones I didn’t choose.  I noticed a sign
above a kennel usually assigned to
aggressive dogs.  It said sick.
Curious, I peered in and saw a large
brown dog curled up to make himself
seem as small as possible.  He looked
as if he'd given up on life.  I asked the
officer what was wrong with him.  He

From all the animals at
C.A.R.E. to all the people who

care... 
Thank You and Happy

Holidays!

nary visit, dewormers, fluids, nourishing
food, vaccinations, a flea bath, a lot of
love and even more food!  I have never
seen any animal enjoy his food more
than Gus.

After only a few days Gus and I had
formed a strong bond.  He had decided
to follow me everyplace, even if it
meant breaking out of his play yard.  It
was clear he needed someone to stay
with him at all
times until he felt
more secure.  I
loaded him into the
van and went to
visit my parents
who have eighty
acres and three
spoiled dogs of
their own.  

They immedi-
ately fell in love
with him and
agreed to tem-
porarily foster Gus until he was well
enough for adoption.  After two weeks it
was apparent that this was not going to
be a temporary arrangement.  It was
difficult to tell who was more attached,
Gus or my parents and brother who
takes him for long walks and lavishes
him with attention.  

Gus couldn't be happier to make this
paradise his permanent home, and my
parents are thrilled to make Gus a part
of their family.  I'm thrilled to get to visit
him.  Last visit I made, he was playing
like a puppy with plenty of energy to
jump and chase with the other dogs.
He has a long happy healthy life ahead
of him, filled with all of the things we
wish for all our rescue dogs.

didn't know but the dog had trouble
walking and was thin.  He opened the
gate and as I walked in the dog strug-
gled to his feet.  The big Great Dane
was so malnourished his skin literally
hung off of his bones.  His eyes were
sunken and his knees weak.
I gently petted his head and whispered,
"You poor thing. How could someone do
this to you?"  His tail slowly wagged and
he leaned his head against me.  On this
day I would go back with one more dog
than we have room for at the shelter. 

Eventually he would be called Gus.
And so his rehabilitation began; a veteri-

Melissa visiting Gus at her
parents home two months
after his rescue.



Thank You Friends!

HOURS

The adoption center is located at 
1328 W. Sunshine Springfield, MO. 
On the corner of Sunshine and Fort. 

VOLUNTEERS & DONATIONS
We welcome everyone to join our volunteer team. We

can use help at the adoption center and for special
events. If you are interested, please stop by the adop-
tion center and fill out a volunteer form. (Must be 18 to
volunteer.)

If you’d like to donate an item from our wish list, you
may drop donations off at our adoption center during
normal operating hours, or stop by one of our mobile
adoptions. You’ll be greeted with a smile at either place!

Open Every Day • 10am - 6pm

C.A.R.E. Inc. Mission: Our mission is to rescue as many adoptable animals from “death row” as we can
properly care for. To provide medical treatment for sick or injured stray animals. To combine an aggressive
spay and neuter program with a high volume adoption program while providing quality lifetime care for
unadopted pets. To network with and provide a rescue service for other shelters, ultimately reducing the kill-
rate in southwest Missouri.

Shop or donate
items for resale to

support our animals!

_______________

LOCATION
1328-B west Sunshine

Springfield, MO
Open Soon

C.A.R.E.’s
Closet

Thrift Shoppe
e

Volunteer Positions Available!
We can’t pay you, but you’re sure to earn the

love of all the C.A.R.E. pets!

Mobile Adoption V olunteers
Volunteers set-up adoptions at PetsMart and

various locations throughout Springfield.
Mostly weekends. 

If you are interested in helping C.A.R.E. with our
mission to save homeless animals please visit our
adoption center and fill out a volunteer form. 

We couldn’t do it without You!

For your love and support of the animals at CARE!

Shelter  Adoption  Center
LOCATION
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New Thriftstor e To Support Our Animals

Rescue Review
C.A.R.E. No-Kill Animal Shelter

Volume VI   Issue IIl Winter 2004

The hard work of C.A.R.E.’s volunteers and staff is
rewarded by the wagging tails and purrs of our beloved
animals when they land that perfect home.  We recall
the skinny, frightened animal we worked so hard to
rescue and rehabilitate.  He eventually learned to trust
again, and became a healthy happy animal.  It’s grati-
fying to see this transformation and finally know he
has found a new family that will love and care for him
properly. 

Since the first of the year to November our shelter
has rescued a staggering 1060 animals.  Some saved
from abuse, some from “death row” and still others
sick and injured off the streets.  Each animal deserved
a better life and that is what our shelter gave them. 

From January through November C.A.R.E. had
adopted out over 1000 C.A.R.E. animals, making
2004 our best adoption year yet.  We are on a mission
and we will continue to save lives and stop suffering,
bringing hope to as many homeless animals as we can.
With your support we can make such a difference in
the lives of  animals in need.  Thank you!

Donated items can be brought by our  adoption center
located at 1328 west Sunshine in Springfield during

regular open hours 10:00am to 6:00pm
daily. (We will not accept donated items

before February 1st.) After operating
expenses such as rent and utilities all
proceeds from Thrift Shop sales go
to the animals.

We hope you will come in to see
us.  Every purchase helps us take care

of the animals at the shelter.  Please
consider signing up as a volunteer in our

Thrift shop.  We can always use the extra help. 

Biscuit, one of the over 1000 lucky animals to find a loving
new home through C.A.R.E.’s adoption program this year.   

C.A.R.E. • PO BOX 215 Aurora, MO • Phone (417) 875-6565 • www .carerescue.org

C.A.R.E. is always looking for a way to bring in
funds needed to care for the animals that we rescue.
An opportunity to rent the store space next
door to our adoption center inspired us
to create a Thrift shoppe we will call
C.A.R.E.’s Closet.  

C.A.R.E.’s Closet will be open on
March 1st. and we need the help of
our many supporters.  We will begin
accepting donated items for resale on
February 1st . (We will accept only clean
resalable items.)All donations are tax
deductible and will be a huge help to our shelter.

Record Adoption Numbers 

“Proceeds from Thrift shop sales go to
the animals”


